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/Cottonseed:  Official  grading 
°     and  market  news 


HOW  DO  THEY  WORK? 

Cottonseed  is  sampled  at  cottonseed-oil  mills 
by  bonded  licensed  samplers  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 
Cottonseed  samples  are  graded  by  licensed 
commercial  chemists  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Service.  Sampling  and  grading  costs 
are  borne  by  oil  mills.  Part  of  the  fees  paid 
by  oil  mills  to  commercial  chemists  for  grad- 
ing go  into  the  United  States  Treasury  to 
offset,  in  part,  the  cost  of  Government  super- 
vision. 

Weekly  market  news  reports  show  the  high, 
low,  and  average  grades  of  cottonseed 
marketed  in  each  county,  and  wagonlot 
prices.  These  reports  also  give  oil-mill 
prices  for  seed  of  the  basis  grade,  and  other 
timely  information.  They  are  sent  free  to 
any  interested  person,  upon  request. 


WHY  GRADING  IS  NECESSARY 

To  determine  the  quality  and  value  of  cotton- 
seed which  varies  from  week  to  week  and 
from  county  to  county.  Variations  in  the 
composition  and  quality  of  cottonseed  affect 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  cottonseed  prod- 
ucts (oil,  cake  and  meal,  hulls,  and  linters). 

.  To  furnish  a  basis  for  pricing  cottonseed — 
premiums  for  high  grades  and  discounts  for 
low. 

,  To  protect  sellers  (farmers  and  ginners) 
against  marketing  high-grade  seed  at  low- 
grade  prices. 

,  To  protect  buyers  (ginners  and  managers 
of  oil  mills)  against  paying  high-grade  prices 
for  low-grade  seed. 

,  To  stimulate  cottonseed-improvement  work 
by  farmers  and  ginners. 


WHY  MARKET  NEWS  IS  NECESSARY 

1.  To  furnish  reliable  market  information  on 
cottonseed  and  cottonseed  products.  With- 
out such  facts  farmers,  ginners,  and  even 
oil-mill  operators  would  have  to  depend 
largely  upon  market  gossip  and  rumor. 

2.  To  provide  farmers  with  a  guide  for  selling 
seed. 

3.  To  provide  ginners  with  dependable  in- 
formation on  prices  that  are  being  paid  by 
oil  mills  for  cottonseed. 

4.  To  provide  oil-mill  operators  with  reliable 
market  information  on  prevailing  prices  of 
cottonseed  and  cottonseed  products. 


TO  PRODUCE  HIGH-GRADE  COTTON- 
SEED 

1.  Plant  good  seed. 

2.  Practice  good  tillage. 

3.  Pick  cotton  dry  and  clean. 

4.  Keep   seed   cotton   and   cottonseed   off  the 
ground  and  out  of  the  rain. 


ADVANTAGES  TO  FARMERS 

1.  Careful  harvesting  means  higher  prices  for 
both  cottonseed  and  cotton. 

2.  Well-cleaned  and  well-housed  seed  at  the 
gin  tends  to  increase  prices  to  the  farmers. 

3.  Farmers  may  sell  seed,  in  quantities  of  10 
tons  or  more,  direct  to  oil  mills  on  grade  and 
receive  full  grade  premiums. 

4.  When  oil  mills  buy  seed  according  to  the 
official  standards  of  the  United  States,  they 
reward  producers  of  the  high  grades.  They 
do  not  penalize  low-grade  seed  unless  they 
also  pay  premiums  for  high-grade  seed. 


WHERE  GRADING  IS  AVAILABLE 

Cottonseed  is  graded  under  Government  super- 
vision in  the  following  States:  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Florida. 


WHERE  MARKET  NEWS  IS  AVAILABLE 

It  is  available  in  the  States  just  listed.  And 
less  complete  market  news  is  also  published 
for  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Virginia. 


TO  OBTAIN  MARKET  NEWS  REPORTS 

Write  to  the  nearest  office  of  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service,  Cotton  Division,  listed 
below: 

441  West  Peachtree  Street,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Box  363,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


HOW  DO  MILLS  COOPERATE? 

By  signing  an  agreement  with  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service: 

To  purchase  all  cottonseed  on  the  basis  of 
the  official  standards  of  the  United  States 
for  grading  and  analysis  of  cottonseed. 

To  provide  sampling  equipment. 

To  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  licensed 
and  bonded  samplers. 

4.  To  permit  necessary  inspection  and  super- 
vision by  representatives  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

5.  To  furnish  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Serv- 
ice full  market  information  as  to  prices, 
grades,  etc.,  for  use  in  preparing  the  Weekly 
Cottonseed  Market  Review. 

6.  To  have  analyzed  and  graded  by  licensed 
chemists  samples  of  all  lots  bought. 


WHAT  WILL  ENCOURAGE  GRADING 

1.  Ginners  who  are  convinced  that  cottonseed 
grading  would  benefit  them  and  their  farmer 
patrons  should  insist  that  purchases  be  made 
on  the  basis  of  official  grades.  For  full  in- 
formation they  should  write  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Marketing  Service,  Washington,  D.  C. 

2.  Farmers  should  obtain  and  read  the  Weekly 
Cottonseed  Market  Review  and  consult  with 
their  ginners  regarding  cottonseed  grading 
and  grade  certificates.  Further  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Agricultural  Mar- 
keting Service. 

The  products  of  cottonseed  are  oil,  cake  and 
meal,  hulls,  and  linters.  The  average  pro- 
duction and  value  of  these  products  during 
the  decade  ended  with  1939  were  as  follows: 


Product  1 

Total 
produc- 
tion 

Production  per 
ton  of  seed 

Total 
value 

Value  per  ton 
of  seed 

Oil 

Million 

pounds 

1,422 

4,132 

2,424 

577 

Pounds 

311 
906 
531 
127 

Percent 

16.6 

48.3 

28.3 

6.8 

Million 

dollars 

84.7 

48.3 

8.0 

16.1 

Dollars 

18.92 

10.80 

1.81 

3.69 

Percent 
53.7 

Cake  and  meal.  .  . 
Hulls 

30.7 
5.1 

10.5 

Total 

8,555 

1,875 

100.0 

157.1 

35.22 

100.0 

1  Does  not  include  the  byproducts — grabbots,  motes/  hull  fiber,  hull 
bran,  etc. 

2  Net  weights  for  total  linters  and  cut  per  ton. 

Individual  lots  of  cottonseed  vary  widely  from 
the  per-ton  averages  shown  above.  By 
grading,  some  seed  are  found  to  be  worth 
from  15  to  20  percent  more  than  average 
seed,  while  some  are  found  to  be  worth  much 
less  than  the  average.  For  example,  the 
average  oil  recovered  per  ton  of  seed  is 
313  pounds,  but  some  seed  yield  as  little  as 
150  pounds  and  other  seed  yield  as  much 
as  400  pounds  of  oil  per  ton. 


The  price  received  by  farmers  for  cottonseed 
sold  during  the  10-year  period  ended  with 
1939  averaged  $21.40  per  ton. 

The  value  of  cottonseed  products  per  ton  of 
cottonseed  crushed  averaged  $35.22. 

The  spread,  therefore,  between  the  value  of 
cottonseed  products  per  ton  of  seed  crushed 
and  the  price  received  by  farmers  averaged 
$13.82.  This  spread  is  accounted  for  by 
transportation,  handling,  processing,  and 
other  costs,  and  profits. 


Cottonseed  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  agri- 
cultural products  of  the  South.  The  total 
value  of  cottonseed  averaged  about 
$120,000,000  annually  during  the  decade 
ended  with  1939— one-fifth  as  much  as  the 
lint  cotton — or  17  percent  of  the  combined 
value  of  cotton  and  cottonseed.  The  value 
of  cottonseed  delivered  to  oil  mills  averaged 
$94,300,000  annually  during  this  period,  or 
14  percent  of  the  total  value  of  cotton  and 
cottonseed  sold. 


The  Government's  cottonseed  grading 

and  market  news  service 

is  conducted  by  the 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service 

United  States  Department  of 

Agriculture 

•     Further  information   available   upon  request     • 
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